HOLOCAUST AND TOTALITARIANISM:
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Journeys through Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic

BACKGROUND

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

In March 2011, a group of 11 Vanier students accompanied by
Mathematics teacher Michael Besner travelled to Germany,
Poland, and the Czech Republic as part of a study abroad project
entitled “The History of the Holocaust.” In addition to
experiencing the local culture, the group visited notable sites
including the Jewish Museum in Berlin, the Warsaw Ghetto
Monument, Auschwitz (I) and Birkenau (Auschwitz II), the Jewish
Museum in Prague (including the Jewish cemetery), the Spanish
Synagogue and the Old-New Synagogue. Having the opportunity
to contextualize what they’ve read and heard about the Holocaust
profoundly affected the students.

“ The learning and experience
of the trip was refreshing
because it was out of program
but more real than anything you
can learn from a textbook.”
- Jessica Insogna, Health Science ‘12

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
International Education at Vanier College aims to foster in its students a passion for global perspectives and
provide the skills to enable them to work in an ever-changing international community. International Education
helps to organize study abroad projects for students and create awareness about global issues.
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CHARTING A NEW COURSE IN EDUCATION
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The resounding success of the initial trip led to the development
of a full-fledged complementary course open to all Vanier College
students for credit. The course entitled “Holocaust and
Totalitarianism: Journeys through Germany, Poland and the
Czech Republic,” will be offered for the first time in the Winter
2013 semester. In addition to readings and classroom
discussions about genocide and the Holocaust, students will
partake in a unique study abroad experience and meet with
Holocaust survivors. This combined approach to education will
develop in our students a sense of historical and cultural
consciousness so that may be more fully engaged global citizens.

“ Nothing could have prepared us for
the visit to the Auschwitz concentration
camp which had a profound effect on
the students and myself. We left
Montreal as twelve individual people
who knew each other peripherally at
best, but through this experience we
came home as a cohesive group of
twelve.”

VANIER COLLEGE FOUNDATION
The Vanier College Foundation works to increase the financial resources available to the
College so that it can continue to offer unprecedented learning opportunities to its students. The Foundation
provides financial support to the following programs: Students in Need, International Education, Student Equipment, Educational Activities and Events, and Development Projects.
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